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- SCENE 1 Jewish Captivity

ESTHER 1
1

Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the
Ahasuerus who reigned from India to
Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 2 in those
days when King Ahasuerus sat on his
royal throne in Susa, the citadel, 3 in
the third year of his reign he gave a
feast for all his officials and servants.
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ESTHER 1
The army of Persia and Media and the
nobles and governors of the provinces
were before him, 4 while he showed
the riches of his royal glory and the
splendor and pomp of his greatness
for many days, 180 days.

THE PLAN

ESTHER 2
After these things, when the anger of
King Ahasuerus had abated, he
remembered Vashti and what she
had done and what had been decreed
against her. 2 Then the king's young
men who attended him said, “Let
beautiful young virgins be sought out
for the king.
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ESTHER 2
3 And

let the king appoint officers in all
the provinces of his kingdom to gather
all the beautiful young virgins to the
harem in Susa the citadel, under
custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch,
who is in charge of the women. Let
their cosmetics be given them.

ESTHER 2
4 And

let the young woman who
pleases the king be queen instead of
Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he
did so.
5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the
citadel whose name was Mordecai,
the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of
Kish, a Benjaminite,

ESTHER 2
6 who

had been carried away from
Jerusalem among the captives carried
away with Jeconiah king of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had carried away.7 He was
bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther,
the daughter of his uncle, for she had
neither father nor mother.
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ESTHER 2
The young woman had a beautiful
figure and was lovely to look at, and
when her father and her mother died,
Mordecai took her as his own daughter.
8 So when the king's order and his edict
were proclaimed, and when many
young women were gathered in Susa
the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther

ESTHER 2
also was taken into the king's palace
and put in custody of Hegai, who had
charge of the women. 9 And the young
woman pleased him and won his favor.

ESTHER 2
16 And

when Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the
tenth month, which is the month of
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign
17 the king loved Esther more than all the
women, and she won grace and favor in
his sight more than all the virgins, so
that he set the royal crown on her head
and made her queen instead of Vashti.
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THE PLOT DEVELOPS

ESTHER 2
22 And

this came to the knowledge of
Mordecai, and he told it to Queen
Esther, and Esther told the king in the
name of Mordecai. 23 When the affair
was investigated and found to be so,
the men were both hanged on the
gallows. And it was recorded in the
book of the chronicles in the presence
of the king.

THE PLOT THICKENS
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ESTHER 3
13 Letters

were sent by couriers to all
the king's provinces with instruction
to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all
Jews, young and old, women and
children, in one day, the thirteenth
day of the twelfth month, which is the
month of Adar, and to plunder their
goods.

ESTHER 3
14 A

copy of the document was to be
issued as a decree in every province
by proclamation to all the peoples to
be ready for that day. 15 The couriers
went out hurriedly by order of the
king, and the decree was issued in
Susa the citadel. And the king and
Haman sat down to drink, but the city
of Susa was thrown into confusion.

ESTHER 4:14
For if you keep silent at this time, relief
and deliverance will rise for the Jews
from another place, but you and your
father's house will perish. And who
knows whether you have not come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?”
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ESTHER 4:16
“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf,
and do not eat or drink for three days,
night or day. I and my young women
will also fast as you do. Then I will go
to the king, though it is against the
law, and if I perish, I perish.”

COINCIDENCE
or
COORDINATED
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