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Does God see my pain?




22 That night Jacob got up and took
his two wives, his two female
servants and his eleven sons and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok.

23 After he had sent them across the
stream, he sent over all his
possessions. 24 So Jacob was left
alone, and a man wrestled with him
till daybreak.

25\When the man saw that he could
not overpower him, he touched the
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip

was wrenched as he wrestled with
the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let
me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you
go unless you bless me.”

27 The man asked him, “What is
your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.

28 Then the man said, “Your

name will no longer be Jacob, but
Israel, because you have struggled
with God and with humans and
have overcome.”
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1. God sees your suffering.

Why does suffering happen?
1. Our.own choices.
The choices of others.

2
3. The curse of sin.
4. Spiritual warfare.

Fear not, for | am'with you; be not
dismayed, for | am your God; | will
strengthen you, |'will help you, | will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

No man shall be able to stand before you
all the days of your life. Just as | was with
Moses, so | will be with you. | will not
leave you or forsake you.

Joshua 1:5




Jesus suffered alone so that
we wouldn’t have to

2. God'has chosenyou by name.

9...he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore
| willboast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. 1° That is why;,
for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships,
in persecutions, in difficulties. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.
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3. God'gives purpose to our pain.

Pain can...

Pain can...
1. Provide us with opportunities. Joseph
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Pain can...
1. Provideus with opportunities. Joseph
Promote maturity: James 1
Prove our integrity. Dan 1:8
Produce humility. 2 Cor. 12:7
Prepare us for ministry. Matt. 4:1-11
Prompts us to be productive.

Sometimes It seems that when
God is about'to make
preeminent use of a man,

he puts him through the fire.

Tim Hansel
“You Gotta Keep Dancin’”




